
Ranch Horse lnformation Packet for ETI High Point competitors,

Corral Hosts and Judges

ETI National Horse Show Circuit ("High Point Circuit") will be offering 3 'ranch horse'

High Point Circuit classes, using American Stock Horse Association ("ASHA") rules as a guide.

As used by ETl, 'Ranch horse' is intended to be a general, not specific, term and is used

interchangeably with'stock horse'.

These ETI presented classes will not qualify for ASHA points, so many of the rules in the

ASHA Handbook relating to calculation of points, registration with ASHA, etc. do not apply to
ETI shows this year. For example, any reference to "four classes" in the ASHA rules is to
Pleasure, Trail, Reining, and Cow Horse; however, ETI will not be offering Cow Horse classes in

2076.

Selected sections from the 2015 ASHA Handbook, which the ETI National Horse Show Circuit

will be following in its 2016 shows, are listed below. The entire handbook can be found at
www.americanstockhorse.org

Page references below are to the page number in the 2016 ASHA online handbook

List of included documents:

R u le refe ren ces:

1. Cover thru page 1, American Stock Horse Association Official Handbook, 2016

2. ASHA handbook, Section EV-70 ASHA SCORING SYSTEM, pp.26-27.

3. ASHA handbook, Section EV-080 ASHA JUDGING PROCEDURES, pages 28-29

4. ASHA Handbook, Section EVO85 SCRIBES, page 29

5. ASHA handbook, section EV-090 ASHA COMPETITION EQUIPMENT AND ATTIRE, p 29.

6. ASHA Handbook, section EV-110 ASHA STOCK HORSE PTEASURE CLASS, p 32-33. Ihrs

section describes the order of ooits and the pattern thot competitors will be required to

follow in ETI's Hiqh Point Circuit classes.

7. ASHA Handbook, Section EV 175 STOCK HORSE TRAIL CLASS, pp 33-36. Subsection B, 3,

f, "Rope Drag",is NOT a required obstacle in ETl's High Point Circuit classes.

8. ASHA Handbook EV-120 ASHA STOCK HORSE REINING CLASS, pp. 36-37.

Reining Patterns:

Patterns L through 5, ASHA handbook pp. 42 - 47

Judging Sheets for Pleasure, Trail, Reining.

ranch horse information packet index
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FOREWORD

The American Stock Horse Association was chartered as a non-profit
organization in 2008. The Association is dedicated to enhancing the pleasure

of owning and riding horses through creating better horses and horsemen,
The mission of the Association is simple:

Help People Ride a Better Horse

ASHA Animal Welfare Position Statement
The American Stock Horse Association is committed to the humane and
proper treatment of all animals. ln this respect:. The welfare of the horse is the primary consideration in all activities,o Horses will be treated with kindness, respect and compassion at all

times.. Responsible care will be used by all parties in handling, treatment and
transportation of horses.
Horsemen and womerf as owners, exhibitors or trainers will ensure the
health and well-being of animals in their care at all times.
ln ASHA classes or activities that involve the use of cattle, ASHA strives
to safeguard the welfare of the cattle as well as the welfare of both the
horses and riders,

The standard by which conduct or treatment will be measured is that which a
reasonable person, informed and experienced in generally accepted animal
husbandry standard and equine care, training and exhibition procedure would
determine to be neither cruel, abusive or inhumane,
Based on these principles, ASHA has developed and enforces rules to
ensure ethical competition and humane treatment of horses and cattle.
ASHA supports the development of procedures that assure equity, fairness,
safety, health and welfare for all participants.

ASHA's Disclaimer of Responsibility for Safety
ASHA does not assume responsibility for safety of participants at clinics and
competitions or other events it sanctions.
Safety is a concern of everyone, but ASHA does not assume responsibility
for it. ASHA's limited purpose for sanctioning or approving an ASHA event is
to promote education and positive fair competition and evaluation.



American Stock Horse Association
History and Philosophy

The American Stock Horse Association (ASHA) is an outgrowth of a state-wide planning
group from the horse industry in Texas which met in the early 1990's to identify the future
needs of the horce industry and to develop programs to meet these future needs. Seven of
these individuals, Jack Brainard, Roger Blackmon, Vicki Hoggett, Doug Householder, Bill
Jackson, Dennis Sigler and B F Yeates recognized the need for educational programs to
ride, train and promote the versatile horse. Affordable and available education was always a
priority. The leadership developed programs that met these needs and also brought these
philosophies to the national vercatile horse movement in other organizations. From the
beginning, Texas Agrilife Extension educators such as Bill Jackson, Doug Householder and
others helped provide the ground work to move the stock horse versatility philosophy
fonruard. The idea of conducting clinics to ride and train versatile horses as well as holding a
clinic preceding every competition was institutionalized. ASHA is meeting these needs today
by providing affordable versatile stock horse riding and training clinics as well as
competitions to measure the success of the education throughout the United States.

ASHA endeavors to be positive and straight fonruard - always encouraging growth and
improvement. Classes are conducted with an effort to keep a horse as natural as possible
while still training him to be correct and precise. The ASHA pleasure class is completely
unique. This may be the most important class offered because a good horse must be
functional and a pleasure to tide. An important job for a horse is to be a means of
transportation to get from one task to another. The trail class measures the horse's ability to
handle everyday situations and chores. Obstacles are common sense, everyday encounters
and the class is intended to be held on natural terrain. The outside terrain makes the trail
class unique and provides horses a different environment from an arena.

The cow horse class is pointed and judged in a more realistic manner than many other
cow horse classes offered. The option of either roping or circling is unique and necessary.
Everyone loves a good roping horse, but everyone can't rope. Having the option of either
roping or circling allows the good roping horse to be showcased, but also allows the non-
roper a chance to own a good cow horse. Being able to control a cow without roping is a
science as old as roping itself. The reining class is separate from the cow horse class. This
is by design and is important because some good horces will work a cow very well, but are
not good at all of the maneuvers required in a reining horse and some good reining horces
may not work a cow very well.

A horse andior riders past experience may allow them to compete well in one class while
learning to also do another class well. ASHA allows exhibitors to enter one class or all four
as their situation changes. ASHA Competitions, with standardized judging and scoring,
serve to measure progress and provide an incentive for further improvement. Riders
compare maneuver scores from one competition to the next as they strive for improvement.
Exhibitors feel as if they are competing against themselves from one evaluation to the next.
Participants tend to encourage each other and celebrate their victories. With this program,
both rider and horses improve and eventually become very versatile.

The scoring system is a positive one rather than a negative one which, could lead, to
many disqualifications. There are very few horses or riders disqualified - this is by design.
We believe that a horse and rider should be given credit for what they accomplish rather
than disqualified with no score.

These points may not seem significant, but if you look at the many different rules that are
being offered today, you will appreciate ASHA rules. ASHA is firmly committed to a positive
scoring system and the four separate classes of stock horse pleasure, reining, trail and
working cow horse. We recognize that there are many more fun and useful classes in which
to show a versatile stock horse. However, in view of time required to conduct a show, we
doubt they would measure any feature that is not measured adequately in the four classes
that are offered by ASHA.
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months from the date of the competition will be all

After that date, no request for competition result cor
responsibility of the exhibitor to notify ASHA of any po

G. Discrepancies - Discrepancies between ASHA ap
divisions and classes actually offered and conducted at thd
the Executive Committee for judgment when properly submitt
management.

EV- 065 POINTS
Points shall be awarded to qualifying horses entered and exhibiteil
competitions and events accoiding to ASHA rules. Each class must
the total horses actually judged in that class and points awarded to
placed. Points will be awarded with the horse placing first receiving one
horse they placed above plus 1. Example: lf 28 horses are in a class, th
horse gets 28 points, the second place horse gets 27, etc. lf a horse is disqua
in a class, he receives no points and is listed at the bottom of the class sheet wi
noted. Disqualified horses count as entries in a class with a DQ or 0 noted in the
received and the horses placing above them receive points for the total numbe

I r r ta at ll l.

S.

EV-70 ASHA SCORING SYSTEM
A. The ASHA Scoring System is designed to be positive and straight fonruard - always

encouraging growth and improvement. The scoring system is a positive one rather
than a negative one which leads to many disqualifications. These rules give a horse
credit for what they accomplish rather than a disqualification with no score. Scores for
each maneuver are scored 0-10. However, 0 is used only if an exhibitor leaves out
part of a class or chooses to not attempt a maneuver, a portion of the score for this
maneuver may be 0. All maneuverc of a class that are attempted should receive at
least a 1, Judging Scale on all manuvers and obstacles in all ASHA classes, where 1-
10 is the scale, should be:

1-4 Major Faults
5-7 Average Quality
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8-10 High Quality
B. No horse shall be disqualified except for illegal equipment, obvious lameness, inhumane

treatment or misconduct from the rider.
C. ln the case of a fall by a horse or rider, the run shall end when the rider or horse falls to

the ground. A horse is considered fallen when all four feet are pointing in the same
direction. A horse will be given credit for what he has done prior to the fall.

D. ln the case of equipment failure that delays competition or becomes unsafe, the run is
stopped and the horse is given credit prior to that point.

E. Using two hands on a curb bit or using more than one finger between split reins or any
finger between romal reins will result in a two point run content deduction each time there
is a violation. Continuous use of two hands on reins with curb bit is a major fault and should
be reflected in the maneuver score.

F. Specific deductions are listed with each class.
G. POINT SYSTEM: The judge must place each class in its entirety. The judge should

avoid ties, one-half points are permissible. Specific maneuvers will be designated by the
judge to be tie breakers in a class. The tie breaker maneuvers will be made prior to the start
of the class and so noted on score sheets for show secretary to use in breaking ties in the
class. Every horse in the class is awarded one point for each horse they beat, plus one
point. (Examples: ln a ten horse class, the firct place horse gets ten points and the tenth
place horse gets one point. ln a five horse class the winner gets five points and the last
place horse gets one point.)

Disqualified horses wil! count as entries in the class, but will not receive points (A
class with a disqualified horse: ln a twenty one horse class where one horse is disqualified,
the first place horse gets twenty one points, the twentieth place horse gets two points and
the disqualified horse gets 0 points. The last point is not given because the disqualified
horse gets no points.) This system will be used for any size class and may include more
than one disqualification.

H. High Point ties for each competition and year end awards will be broken by awarding
the high point award to the horse/rider with the highest placing in the working cow horse
class. lf this doesn't break the tie, the other classes will be used in the following order,
reining, trail and pleasure.

.75 JUDGES

s should have equine expertise, experience in evaluating stock horses and personal

d integrity to merit the honor of being asked to judge ASHA events. All judges

embers of ASHA at the time of the show, to judge recognized events.

nd abide by all rules of conduct and show rules at all ASHA events,
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previous 6 month period. Whenever possibl}
after serving as a clinician immediately prior to tli
prudent, it is suggested that judges only be allowed t

they taught in the clinic. Excess soci alizing with exhibitor$
exchanges, should be discouraged and show managers shou

fraternization between judges and exhibitors. Exhibitors are to t
and are not to approach judges during performance of their dutied
presence of a show official.
Judqes List. A list of qualified persons who are eligible to judge ASHA events

maintained by the ASHA office. ln order to be added to this list, individuals who fee!

are qualified, must make application to the Judges Committee, who will make a decision
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ed on information on the application or otherwise furnished to the committee. ln order to
ed to the ASHA Approved Judges List, the following criteria must be met:

Must make application to the Judges Committee on the ASHA Judges
plication Form.

have the stock horse expertise and knowledge to merit the honor of judging

ents.

revious experience in judging horse shows with a recognized

roup,

.e current ASHA Rules for judging and be familiar with class

SHA Judging Videos provided by ASHA.

Directors from the applicant's ASHA Region is

.Judges List is a privilege and not a right.

ase of documented rule or conduct
es Committee and approved by the

es list. The decision of the
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roval by the ASHA
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B.M
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All judges are subject to review at any time. ln th

violations, individuals, upon recommendation of the

ASHA Executive Committee, may be removed from the j

Executive Committee will be final on all matters of removal

After one year, suspended judges m ay rcapply for approved st

be subject to recommendation by the Judges Committee and final

Executive Committee.

Temporarv Judges Approval. Upon written recommendation by show
individuals, who would otherwise meet the above qualifications, may be gra

Judge" status for one show onlv, and upon payment of membership fee by eit
individual or the show manager, will be allowed to judge said show. lt would be ex

that the individualwould then make application to the Judges Committee for addition

roved Judges List.

EV.()8(l ASHA JUDGING PROCEDURES

A. ASHA Score sheets shall be used to judge all classes. Specific maneuvers will be

selected by judges prior to the cla'ss as tie-breaking maneuvers. These maneuvers will be

ranked as first tie breaker, second, third, fourth, fifth, etc.

B. lnclusion, deletion or performing a maneuver other than exactly prescribed in the pattern

should receive aZero (0) for that one maneuver. The judge should continue to score the

remaining maneuvers of the pattern. A horse receiving a maneuver score zero is still

eligible to place.

C. During the class. a scribe shall assist each judge by recording the score after each of the

maneuvers on the appropriate class score sheet. Judges shall sign their score sheets and

the score sheets will be turned in to the show secretary.

D. Show secretaries shall total individual scores, using the judge's tie breakers in the order

listed, to place the class on points earned. They will check back with the judge if there are

any questions,

E. All exhibitors will be ranked according to scores, placed from highest to lowest scores.

and given class points according to their placing.

F. Class score sheets shall be posted as soon as possible after each class to allow riders to

evaluate their performance.

G. Exhibitors competing in all four classes shall have their class placing points entered into

the All-Around tabulation. Points from each class shall be added together for the overall
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score for the four events. Ties for the all-around winner are broken first using the highest
score in the working cow horse class, second using the reining class, and then the hail and
pleasure classes.

H. When using two judges to determine one set of winners, the classes will first be placed
under each judge and class placing points awarded and posted. One judge shall be
designated as the tie breaker judge before judging begins. The final class placings and
winners will have the placing or ranking points from each judge added together with the tie
breaker judge's placing points breaking ties. Exhibitors competing in allfour classes shall
have the final class placing points which were determined by both judges entered into the
All-Around tabulation. Pay outs will be made on the final class placings and all around
placings.

EV.O85 SCRIBES
Scribes are provided to assist the judge with the record keeping aspect of judging.

Scribes should not double as a ring steward, but be available at all times to record scores
given by the judge. A scribe's integrity must be above reproach and they must be willing
to be attentive and accurate at all times. They should not attempt, in any way, to
influence or change a judge's score, but always be available to assist the judge.

EV.Og(l ASHA COMPETITION ESUIPMENT AND ATTIRE
A. Equipment: Horses shall be shown in a stock saddle. Silver equioment will not count
over qood clean, workinq equipment. Horses, of all aqes, may be shown in a snaffle.
bosal, or curb bit. When a bit is used, the mouthpiece must be at least 5/16" and not
more than 3/4" in diameter measured one inch from cheek and must be smooth. Nothing
may protrude below the mouthpiece such as extensions or prongs. A standard western
curb bit must not be longer than 81i2 inches measured on the outside length from the top
bridle attachment to the rein attachment. The port must not be higher than 31/2 inches
with rollers and covers acceptable. Broken mouthpieces, halfbreeds and spades are
standard. Split reins shall be used with all bits except that a romal is acceptable with a
curb bit. Closed reins are not allowed except as standard romal reins or standard mecate
reins which include a tie rope with snaffle bit or bosal. Curb straps are required for curb
bits and the curb chains or straps must be at least %inch in width and must lie flat against
the horse's chin. No wire curbs are permitted, regardless of the amount of padding or
tape. Absolutely no iron will be permitted under the jaws
B. Prohibited equipment includes tie downs, cavessons, gag bits, mechanical
hackamores and running martingales. A judge may prohibit the use of any equipment
deemed to be inhumane,
C. ATTIRE: Riders shall wear protective headgear or western hats. Long-sleeved shirts
and western boots. Western boofs sha// include typicalcowboy boots and lace-up ropers.
All other footwear is prohibited. The use of spurs and chaps shall be optional. Clothing
should be neat and clean.

I}TASHA TITLES AND AWARDS
Eligibilit|.:{SHA shall issue awards on an annual or lifetime basis as described within

this section ovisions that the rider of the horse eligible for such awards is a current
member in good sta-IrcInq- ASHA awards will only be issued to ride(s) of horses selected
that have memberchip inlhe.gurrent year or year of notification should notification be
given in a year following the yd -earning an award or title as in the case of MERIT
awards.

A. ASHA Regional Honor Roll Awards
The Association will provide a Regional Honor RDlLQrsatility award annually based
upon the highest number of points earned by an individu e/rider combination in the
all-around in each division at ASHA approved competitions du at year's (Jan. 1

Dec. 31) competitions. The award is based on total cumulative pointslffig minimum of
B points). ln addition, ASHA will provide a Regional Honor Roll award ani based
upon the highest number of points earned by an individual horseirider combinafibr.i
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EV-l05 American Stock Horse Association Classes
Following is a list of the four classes, designed to measure the versatility of a western stock
horse, to be offered at each American Stock Horce Association competition with
descriptions and guidelines for judging: Each class must always be a standalone class and
run independently of any other class. Schedules should be established to allow time
between classes for exhibitors to prepare their horse for the next class.

EV-110 ASHA Stock Horse Pleasure Class
. This class serves to measure the ability of the horse to be functional and a pleasure to
ride while being used as a means of conveyance from one task to another. This horse
should be well-broke, relaxed, quiet, soft and cadenced at all gaits.
. The horse should be ridden on a relatively loose rein with light contact and without

requiring undue restraint. Excespively long floppy reins will not be given extra credit. The
horse should be responsive to the rider and make all required transitions smoothly, timely
and correctly. The horse should be soft in the bridle and yield to contact.
. Horses shall be shown individually at the walk, trot and lope in both directions. The

walk, trot and lope will be extended in one direction only.
. The class should be conducted inside of an arena. An arena provides good footing for

stops in the paftern. The pattern may be started either to the right or left direction.. The order of gaits shall be: 1) Extended Walk 2) Trot 3) Extended Trot 4) Lope 5)
Stop and Reverse O)Ordinary Walk 7) Lope 8) Extended Lope 9)Trot 10) Stop and Back
. At the preference of the rider, the extended trot may be ridden with the rider posting,

sitting or standing in the stirrups, to the front of the saddle. Holding the saddle horn is
permissible at the extended trot only. Preference should not be given by the judge for any
method of showing, as emphasis should be on the performance of the horse and how
effective the horse is at actually extending the trot and the mannerisms and responsiveness
to the rider.
. Individual Markers shall be setup to designate gait changes. When establishing or setting
up markers, the following distances are recommended. These distances will make for a
more fluid class to be exhibited and facilitate ease in judging. ln smaller arenas, it may be
necessary to adjust the course to get distances similar to those recommended.

Extended Walk - 75 feet
Trot - 124 feet
Extended Trot - 240 feet
Lope - 150 feet
Stop and Reverse
Ordinary Walk - 30 feet
Lope - 150 feet
Extended Lope - 200 feet

9) Trot - 90 feet
10) Stop and Back

The judge shall walk the pleasure class and approve the markers for distances. The judge
shall judge the pleasure class from the center of the arena except in extreme circumstances.
A. Description of ldeal Pleasure Gaits
The ideal pleasure horse will have a level head carriage at each gait - neither too high
nor too low.

1

2

3

4
5

6

7

8
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1. Extended Walk - A stock horse pleasure walk should be straight, square flat footed,
relaxed and should move out freely with horce looking ahead, The extended walk should
show more length of stride than the ordinary walk.
2. Trot - This gait should be a square two-beat diagonal trot. The trot should be steady,

soft and slow enough for riding long distances. Trots which are rough and hard to sit should
be penalized. Excessively slow and uncadenced trots should also be penalized.
3. Extended Trot - The extended trot should show an evident lengthening of stride from
the regular trot with the same cadence that will cause an increase in speed. This trot
should be level, flat and steady with the appearance that the horse would hold this gait for
an extended distance.
4. Lope - This gait should be a three beat gait that is cadenced, straight and steady and is
comfortable to ride over long distances.
5. Stop (from both lope and trot) - The horce should be in the correct stopping position -
both hocks engaged and stopping on the hindquarters.
6. Reverse - A horse should turn briskly and flat with front feet on the ground and holding

an inside rear pivot foot.
7. Ordinary Walk - A stock horse pleasure walk should be straight, square, flat footed,
relaxed and should move out freely with no anticipation to move to the next gait.
8. Extended Lope - This gait should be an obvious lengthening of stride from the previous
lope, be at the same cadence and cause an increase in speed. The gait needs to be
steady, quiet, and holding the increased speed while being under control.
. Part of the evaluation of.this class is on smoothness of transitions. There is no

advantage to making these transitions with cues that are imperceptible to a judge, Judges
expect lo see horses that beeh trained to respond to cues. To see these cues applied
discretely and the horse responding correctly could be a credit earning situation.
All transitions should be smooth without undue fuss from the horce. Please note that the

rules allow for a horce to be taken back (collected) a bit from the extended trot as the horse
moves into the lope. The transition from the extended lope down to the trot is very difficult
to achieve, however, a good stock horse will have to make this transition several times
during a day's work. This transition is down to the normal or sitting trot not the extended
hot. Therefore, an extra cue to achieve this gait is expected. Horses that complete this total
transition within three strides calmly and obediently should be rewarded. Horses that bring
the hocks together to go into a stopping position should be penalized according to the
magnitude of the error.
B. Scorinq Stock Horse Pleasure
Each gait, including transitions toWard that gait, will be scored from 1-10. There will be 5
scores in each direction for a total of 10 scores and a maximum of 100 points for each
horse's work.
The scoring guide for each maneuver, including transitions, is as follows:
. 1-4 Points - Major faults such as wrong lead, broken gait, lack of control, very poor

quality of gait, failure to perform requested gait.
c 5-7 Points - Average quality of movement of gaits and transitions with minor or no faults
o 8-10 Points -High quality mover that is functionally correct in gaits and transitions. Well-

mannered and responsive.

EV 175 ASHA Stock Horse Trail Class
A horse is ridden through a pattern of obstacles which should nearly approximate those

found during the course of everyday work. The horse is judged on the cleanliness, neatness
and promptness with which the obstacles are negotiated, ability to negotiate obstacles
correctly and attitude and mannerisms exhibited by the horse while negotiating the course.
Emphasis on judging should be on identifying the well-broke, responsive, well-mannered
horse which can correctly negotiate the cource. Management, when setting courses, should
keep in mind that the idea is not to trap a horse, or eliminate it by making an obstacle too
difficult. All courses and obstacles are to be constructed with safety in mind so as to
eliminate any accidents.
A. COURSE REQUIREMENTS DEVELOPMENT & POSTING
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1) The trail class should be conducted on natural terrain outside of an arena if at all
possible. An outside.naturalterrain provides a more realistic setting in which a horse may
negotiate a pattern of obstacles. This tests the horse's ability to cope with many situatioris
encountered in everyday riding. In case of inclement weather or exfenuating cirbumstances,
the trail class may be held in an arena after another class has been completed or before
another class has been initiated.
2) Course will include no less than six and no more than nine obstacles.
It is mandatory that the horce be asked to walk, trot and lope during the course. The walk
can be part of obstacle score and scored with approaching obstacle. The trot should be at
Ieast 35 ft and scored with approaching obstacle. The lope should be at least 50 ft and
scored with approaching obstacle and be lead specific.
3) Care must be exercised to avoid setting up of any obstacles that may be hazardous to
the horse or rider.
4) No extra verbal instructions may be given to exhibitors by mananagement or judge that is
not written in course description. .Si!9. exhibitors in ASHA shows may be riiling up and
completing their trail cource individually, there will not be a time that all 

-exhibitorsian 
hear

or know about extra instructions or credits that the judge might want to use. Any instructions
to the exhibitors must be written on the trail pattern and posted before the beg-inning of the
trail competition.
5) Show committees have the option of setting up the trail course to best fit their conditions.
Each single performance event can be time-consuming, so it is imperative that time
restrictions are placed on this class. The show committee, either throuqh a pilot run or
estimation, shall select. a _course- that has a continuous positive flow that cin be'negotiated
in a reasonable amount of time. (4 minutes or less).
6) Judges must walk the course and have the right and duty to alter the course if it is not in
keeping with the intent of the ASHA trail class. Judges may remove or change any obstacle
they deem unsafe, non-negotiable, or unnecessarily difficult. lf any time 

-a 
kaii obstacle

becomes unsafe during a class, it shall be repaired or removed from fhe course. lf it cannot
be repaired and some horces have completed the course, the score for that obstacle shall
be deducted from all previous works for that class.

1) Tne- actual trail course cannot be made available to exhibitors or posted prior to the
9ay 9f competition, but must !q posted at least one hour prior to cdmpetitibn. Printed
handouts for contestants is helpful and encouraged
8) The coqse may be walked on foot by the exhibitor or , in the case of outdoor courses, be
observed from the outside of the course on horseback, but no horseirider exhibitors are
allowed on the actual course afterit has been set until their kail run begins.
].TRAIL CLASS OBSTACLE REQUIREMENTS:
1) Course ryust bg designed using the mandatory obstacles and maneuvers plus optional
obstacles. Combining of two or more of any obstacles is acceptable.
2) Prohibitgd obskcles: Tarps, water obstacles with slick bottoms, PVC pipe used as a
jump or walk over, tires, rocking or moving bridges, logs or poles elevated in a manner that
permits such to roll in a dangerous manner. Animals (live or stuffed) should only be used
which would normally be encountered in an outdoor setting and which are not dsed in an
attempt to "spook" a horse,
3) tvtandatory obstacte

a. Ride over obstacles on the ground - usually logs or poles. lt is recommended that
all three gaits (walk,trot,lope) be used, however only two gaits are required.

1) Walk-Overs. Walk over no more than five logs or poles. The space between logs
for walk-overs should be 20 - 24" aparl and no more than 10"high. 

'These 
can also 6e

in a straight line, curved, zigzagged or raised.
2) Trot-Overs. Trot over no more than five logs or poles. The space between trot-
overs should be 36-42". Poles may be elevated a maximum of 10". These can also be
in a straight line, curved, zigzagged or raised.
3) Lope-Overs. Lope over no more than five poles. The space between lope-overs
should be 6' to 7'. Poles may be elevated a maximum of 10 ". These can alsd be in a
straight line, curved, zigzagged or raised.
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b. Opening, passing through, and closing gate. A gate should be used that will not
endanger horse or rider and requires minimum side passing.

c. Ride over wooden bridge. (Suggested minimum width shall be 36" wide and at least
six feet long). Bridge should be sturdy, safe and negotiated at a walk only. Heavy
plywood lying flat on the ground is an acceptable simulation of a bridge.
d. Backing obstacles - Backing obstacles are to be spaced a minimum of 28" spacing.
lf elevated, 30" spacing is required. Back through and around at least three markers. Back
through L, V, U, straight or similar shaped course. May be elevated no more lhan 24".
e. Side pass obstacle - Any object which is safe and of any length may be used to
demonstrate responsiveness of the horse to leg signals. Raised side pass obstacles
should notexceed 12 ".

f. Rope drag - For Open, Non-Pro, LTD Non-Pro and Green Horse Classes ONLY. A
rope drag is not to be used in Novice or Youth classes. Drag must be a complete figure
eight and may begin either direction UNLESS the drawn pattern or written directions
specify or indicate which direction to go. The rider must dally the rope on the saddle horn
at the beginning of the maneuver and leave it dallied until the obstacle is completed,
g. Green Horse - Distances may be adjusted for green horses only, if so desired.

4) Optional obstacles: New obstacles may be added at any time, we welcome any new
and different tests which members may come up with provided they can be found in
everyday ranch work. Following is a list of optional obstacles from which selections can be
made, but not limited to: 1) Jump - An obstacle whose center height is not less than 14"
high or more than 24" high. Holding the saddle hom is permissible for this obstacle, 2)
Carry object from one part of the arena to another, 3) Remove and replace materials from
mailbox, 4) Trot through cones : spacing to be minimum of 6', 5) Cross.Natural ditches or
up embankments, 6) Swing rope - throw rope at dummy steer head. 7) Step in and out of
obstacle, 8) Put on slicker or coat, 9) Stand to mount with mounting block, 10) Walk over
water obstacle, 11) Open gate on foot, 12) Pick-up feet, 13) Walk through brush, 14)
Ground Tie, or 15) Lead at the trot.

B. Scorinq Stock Horse Trail
The rider has the option of eliminating an obstacle and taking a score of "0" for the missed
obstacle. A judge may ask a horse to pass on an obstacle after three refusals or for safety
c0ncerns.
TrailGredits:
+ Credit is given to horses negotiating the obstacles with style and some degree of

speed, providing correctness is not sacrificed.
+ Horse should receive credit for showing attentiveness to obstacles and capability of

picking their own way through the cource when the obstacles warrant it, and willingly
responding to the rider's cues on more difficult obstacles.

+ Quality of movement and cadence should be part of the maneuver score for the
obstacle.

Trail Deductions:
Minor Deductions-
- Artificial appearance and/or unnecessary delay while approaching or going through

obstacles.
- Each tick of an obstacle
- Break of gait atwalk or jog
- Placing both front or hind feet in a single-strided slot or space
- Skipping over or failing to step into a required space
- Split pole in lope-over
- Stepping on a log, pole, cone or obstacle
Maior Deductions
- Wrong lead or breaking gait at lope
- Stepping outside the confines of; falling off or out of an obstacle such as a back thru,

bridge, side pass, box, or water box
- Refusals, balk, or attempting to evade an obstacle by shying or backing
- Blatant disobedience (kicking out, bucking, rearing, striking)
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- Failure to ever demonstrate correct lead or gait, if designated
- Failure to complete obstacle

EV-120 ASHA Stock Horse Reininq Class
This class measures the ability of the western stock horse to perform many basic handling

maneuvers. The American Stock Horse Association has five recognized regular patterns
plus two Novice & Youth Patterns, The patterns are broken down into either 7 or 8
maneuvers to be scored a maximum of 10 points each.

A. These maneuvers include:
Stops Stops are the act of slowing the horse from a lope to a stop position by bringing

the hind legs under the horse in a locked position sliding on the hind feet. The horse should
enter the stop position by bending the back, bringing the hind legs further under the body
while maintaining forward motion and ground contact and cadence with front legs.
Throughout the stop, the horse should continue in a straight line while maintaining ground
contact with the hind feet.
Spins Spins are a series of 360-degree turns, executed over a stationary (inside) hind

leg. Propulsion for the spin is supplied by the outside rear leg and front legs and contact
should be made with the ground and a front leg. The location of hindquarters should be
fixed at the start of the spin and maintained throughout the spins.
Rollbacks Rollbacks are the 180 degree reversal of forward motion completed by

running to a stop, rolling(turning) the shoulders back to the opposite direction over the
hocks and departing in a canter, as one continuous motion. There should be no hesitation;
however a slight pause to regan footing or balance should not be deemed hesitation. The

- horse should not step ahead or backup prior to rolling back.
Circles Circles are maneuvers at the lope, of designated size and speed, which

demonstrate control, willingness to guide and degree of difficulty in speed and speed
changes. Circles must at all times be run in the geographical area of the arena specified in
the pattern description and must have a common center point, There must be a clearly
defined difference in the speed and size of a small, slow circle and a large, fast circle and
the speeds to the left and right should be consistent,
Backups A backup is a maneuver requiring the horse to be moved in a reverse motion in

a straight line a required distance, at least 10 feet.
Hesitate To hesitate is the act of demonstrating the horse's ability to stand in a relaxed

manner at a designated time in a pattern. ln a hesitation, the horce is required to remain
motionless and relaxed. Reining patterns require a hesitation at the end of the patter to
demonstrate to the judge(s) the completion of the pattern.
Lead Chanqes Lead changes are the act of changing the leading legs of the front and

rear pairc of legs, at a lope, when changing the direction traveled. The lead change must
be executed at a lope with no change of gait or speed and be performed in the exact
geographical position in the arena specified in the pattern description. The change of front
and rear leads must take place within the same skide to avoid deductions.
Run Downs and Run-arounds Run downs are runs through the middle of the arena,

and runs along the side and ends of the arena. Run downs and run-arounds should
demonstrate control and gradual increase in speed to the stop.
B. Scorinq Stock Horse Reininq
Credits: + Overall smoothness of pattern

+ Degree of difficulty exhibited by stops, spins and rollbacks and speed in

circles and run-outs.
+ Horse should guide willingly without undue resistance.
+ Lack of set-ups or anticipations in the execution of any of the maneuvers.

+ Exhibiting finesse, attitude, quickness, authority and controlled speed
while completing a correct maneuver.

Deductions: to be subtracted from maneuver scores are as follows
Five Point Deductions:

1) Blatant disobediences , including kicking, bucking or rearing.
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2l Spurring in front in cinch or the use of either hand to instill fear or praise.
Two Point Deductions:

1) Break of Gait.
2l Freeze up in spins or rollbacks, A freeze up is any time the lateral movement of
horse's shoulders is completely stopped and has to be restarted to complete the
maneuver.
3) ln trot in patterns, failure to stop or walk before executing a canter departure.
4) ln run in patterns, failure to be at a canter before first marker.

5)Failure to completely pass a specified marker before initiating a stop.
6)Using two hands on a curb bit or using more than on finger between split reins or any

finger between romal reins will result in a two point run content deduction each
time there is a violation. The free hand may be used to skaighten excess rein at
any place a horse is allowed to be completely stopped during a pattern.

7) Over or under spinning of more than one-fourth turn.
8) Jogging more than two strides to start circles or exit rollbacks.

One point Deduction:
1) Each time a horce is out of lead . Penalties are cumulative for each occurrence and
each one-fourth circle.

One-half point Deduction:
1) Jogging less than two strides to start circles or exit rollbacks.
2) Failure to maintain a minimum of twenty feet from wall or fence for stops or

rollbacks on standard pattgrns with the exception of Novice & Youth Pattern # 1.

3) For one stride delayed lead change.

-125 ASHA Stock Horse Workinq Cow Horse Class
atile western stock horse must also be a cow horse and this class has been designed

strate and measure the horse's ability to do cow work. Holding the saddle horn is

\ this class. Timing will be done by the announcer. At the end of the time limit,
will call time. lf the time has not elapsed and the judge is satisfied that all

the class have been met, the judge should blow the whistle for the
. The judge may blow a whistle at any time for the contestant to
reasons. Judges will give credit for what they have seen. Only the

w to a contestant to replace a cow that will not honor a horse.
rking until time is called to avoid a run content deduction.

or Open and Non-Pro Divisions
(.per horse to perform the entire work beginning when

\tVhen there is one minute Ieft on the time, the
At 3 minutes, the announcer will call time. The

ss wil! consist of the following three parts.
hd.r into the arena and face the caitle entry

turned into the arena. Upon entry into

try end of the arena for a sufficient
"hold" the cow. lf the cow does

ressively move in on the cow
on the entry fence.

n the end of the arena,
side of the arena.
tion. The first run

down the side

rider has
of the

but

Av
to de
permitt
the announ
requirements
contestant to quit
cease work for safe
judge may award a ne
Contestants must continue

A. Workinq Cow Horse Cla
There will be a 3 minute time li

the cow is turned into the arena)
announcer will announce, "one minut
work in the open and non-pro cow horse
Part One - Boxing the Cow -Rider shall

gate. The rider shall signal for their cow to
the arena, the cow shall be controlled on the
amount of time to demonstrate the horse's ability
not immediately challenge the horse, the rider shall
to demonstrate his horse's ability to drive and block the

Part Two - Fence Work - After the cow has been control
the rider shall deliberately release the cow and drive it dowri
The cow should be turned on the fence at least once in each di
out for a turn shall be past the half-way mark of the arena. All tu
shall be completed before reaching the end fence,

Part Three - Optional Roping or Circling For the third part of this class,
the option to either rope and stop the cow or to take the cow to the mid
arena and circle it at least once each direction. A rider may circle or rope the cd
cannot combine the two to get credit for this portion of the class.
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Mandatory Markers.

The judge shall indicate with markers on arena fence the cen

Ride Pattern as follows:
1. Trot to center of arena and stop.

2. Complete three spins in each direction.
3. Begin on right lead and Iope two large circles to the rig
4. Lope two large circles to the left, change leads.

5. Begin a large circle to the right but do not close this cir
side of the arena past the center marker and do a left roll back at least 20 feet
from the wall or fence, no hesitation.
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Continue back around the previous circle but do not close this circle. Run down
the left side of the arena past the center marker and do a right roll back at least
20 feet from the wall or fence, no hesitation.
Continue back around previous circle but do not close this circle. Run down the
right side of the arena past the center marker and do a sliding stop at least 20 feet
from the wall or fence. Back up at least 10 feet. Hesitate to show completion of
pattem.

ASHA Stock Horse Reining Pattern#2

Mandatory Marker along Fence orWall
The judge shall indicate with markers on arena fence or wall the center of pattern.

Ride Pattern as follows:
1. Start by trotting into center of arena and either stop or walk before departure.
2. Make a large fast circle to right on the right lead.

3. Draw the second circle down to a small circle until you reach the center marker; stop.
4. Do four spins to the inside of the small circle at the center marker; at end of spins horse

should be facing the left wall, slight hesitation.

5. Begin on left lead and make a large fast circle.
6. Then a small circle, again drawing it down to the center of the arena, stop, no hesitation

on stops.
7 . Do four spins to the inside of the circle, slight hesitation, horce to be facing left wall.

L Take a right lead & make a fast figure eight over the large circles, close the eight, &
change leads.

6.

7.

ffi
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I Begin a large fast circle to the right but do not close this circle. Run down the right side
of the arena past the marker and do a left roll back at least 20 feet from the waf or
fence, no hesitation. Continue back around the previous circle but do not close this
circle. Run down the left side of the arena past the center and do a right roll back at
least 20 feet from the wall or fence, no hesitation.
Continue back around previous circle, but do not close this circle. Run down the right
side of the arena past the center marker and do a sliding stop at least 20 feet from the
wall or fence. Back up at least 10 feet. Hesitate to show completion of pattern.

ASHA Stock Horse Reining-Pattern # 3

Mandatory Marker along Fence orWal!.
The judge shall indicate with markers on arena Fence or wall the center of pattern.

Ride Pattern as follows:
1, Enter arena at sitting trot. Walk or stop before lope.

Begin at the center of the arena facing the left wall or fence,

2. Begin on the left lead and complete three circles to the left. (The first two circles should
be large and fast; the third circle small and slow.) Stop at the center of the arena. Hesitate.
3. Complete four spins to the left. Hesitate.
4. Begin on the right lead and complete three circles to the right. (The firct two circles should
be large and fast; the third circle small and slow. Stop at the center of the arena. Hesitate.
5. Complete four spins to the right. Hesitate.
6. Begin on the left lead and ran a large fast circle to the left, change leads at the center of
the arena, run a large fast circle to the right and change leads at the center of the arena.
7. Continue around previous circle to the Ieft but do not close this circle. Run up the right
side of the arena past the center marker and do a right rollback at least twenty feet from the
wall or fence - no hesitation.

10.
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8. Continue around previous circle but do not close this circle. Run up the left side of the
arena past the center marker and do a left rollback at least twenty feet from the wall or fence
- no hesitation.
9. Continue back around previous circle but do not close this circle. Run up the right side of
the arena past the center marker and do a sliding stop at least twenty feet from the wall or
fence. Back up at least ten feet. Hesitate to demonstrate completion of the pattern.

ASHA Stock Horse Reining Pattern# 4

Mandatory Markers along Fence br Wall
The judge shall place markers on arena fence to establish distances.

Ride Pattern as follows:
1. Run with speed to the far end of the arena past the end marker and execute a stop

followed by a left rollback. (To avoid penalty, the horse must be at a lope when
passing the first marker).

2. Run to the opposite end of the arena past the end marker and do a stop followed by
a right rollback.

3. Run past the center marker and do a sliding stop. Back to the center of the arena or
at least 10 feet. Hesitate.

4. Complete four right spins.

5. Complete four and 1i4 spins to the left. Horse to be facing the left fence. Hesitate.

6. Beginning on the right lead, complete two circles to the right. The first circle should
be large and fast and the second circle small and slow. Change leads at the center
of the arena.

ss

ss

s&
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7. Complete two circles to the left. The first circle should be large and fast and the
second circle should be small and slow. Change leads at the center of the arena.

8. Begin a large fast circle to the right but do not close the circle. Run straight down the
right side of the arena past the center marker and do a sliding stop at least twenty
feet from the fence. Hesitate to demonstrate completion of pattern.

ASHA Stock Horse Reining_Pattern # 5

Mandatory Markers along Fence or Wall
The judge shall indicate the area for the pattern with six markers on arena fence.

Ride Pattern as follows:
1. RUN past the center marker and do a sliding stop. Back to center of arena or at least

10 feet. Hesitate. (To avoid penalty, the horse must be loping when passing the first
markers).
Complete four right spins.

Complete four and 1/4 left spins. Horse to be facing left fence at completion. Slight
Hesitation.

4. Beginning on the left lead complete two circles to the left. First circle to be small and
slow and second circle to be large and fast. Change leads at the center of the arena.

5. Complete two circles to the right. First circle to be small and slow and second.circle to
be large and fast. Change leads at center of arena.

$#

##

&#

2

3.
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Begin a large fast circle to the left. Do not close this circle. Run up the right side of the
arena past the center marker and at least 20 feet from the fence. Do a right rollback.
Continue back around the previous circle, but do not close circle. Run up the left side
of the arena at least 20 feet from the fence and past the center marker. Do a left
rollback.
Continue back around previous circle. RUN up the right side of the arena at least 20
feet from the fence and past the center marker. Do a sliding stop. Hesitate.

Ride Pattern as follows:
1. Enter arena at sitting trot.
2. Two-track left, straight trot, two-track right.

(Two-track is moving the horse fonruard and laterally simultaneo
horse's body is kept pointing straight in the direction indicated
laterally and fonruard to leg pressure).

3. Move up to an extended trot.
4. Stop and back; Make left 90 degree pivot.

5. Begin on right lead and lope l fast circle.
6. Change leads; lope two fast circles to left.

7 . Change leads; lope, beginning a second RIGHT circle.
8. Continue circle to wall and lope down wall.
9. Make left roll back using wall as assistance.
10. Lope straight down wall; Make right roll back using wall as assistance.
11. Lope to middle of arena; stop.
12. Make two spins each direction.

/

11
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